
Summer	Internship	Opportunity:			

Common	Indicators	for	Ecosystem	Service	Assessments	

Background 

The National Ecosystem Services Partnership (NESP), housed at the Nicholas Institute for Environmental 

Policy Solutions at Duke University, is working with federal agencies to collaboratively develop guidance 

to make ecosystem services approaches to planning and management more routine and tractable for 

resource managers.  One big piece of this effort is engaging with academic experts and resource 

managers to develop comparable methods for assessing ecosystem services production and trade-offs 

based on nationally available data that are also scalable to local and agency-specific management and 

priorities.  Participants at NESP workshops this spring are developing lists of common indicators and 

criteria for specific ecosystem services or resource areas that could be used to provide this consistent 

approach to assessment nationwide.  More information on NESP can be found at 

nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/initiatives/national-ecosystem-services-partnership.  

Internship Description 

We are soliciting applicants for five paid summer internships to help test the indicators and criteria 

being developed by NESP.  Interns will coordinate with Nicholas School faculty and Nicholas Institute 

staff (Dean Urban, Lydia Olander, and John Fay) to ensure consistency of analysis, but will partner 

directly with participating federal resource agencies to undertake analyses of the proposed indicators.  

Using pilot projects the agencies are carrying out, interns will evaluate how relevant and feasible the 

proposed indicators are for the subject agency/pilot.  These assessments will directly inform the 

guidance materials that NESP is developing for agencies. 

The list of pilot projects and associated agency partners has not been finalized.  Candidates may include: 

• Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests, NC – USFS 

• Cape Lookout National Seashore, NC – NPS 

• Sierra, Inyo, and Sequoia National Forests, CA – USFS, NPS 

• Coronado National Forest, Great Basin Ecoregion, San Pedro Riparian National Conservation 

Area, AZ – BLM, USFS, FWS, DOD 

• Upper Green River, WY – BLM  

• Solar Energy Siting PEIS, Southwest US – BLM, DOE, DOI 

Interns will receive a stipend of $5,000 and assistance with travel and housing in the project area.  Well-

qualified applicants will be self-starters who have an understanding of ecological processes, strong 

critical thinking and writing abilities, GIS experience, and the capacity to coordinate/translate among 

various agencies and partners.  Special consideration will be given to candidates who also have 

experience or training in ecosystem services assessment and valuation or decision analysis. To apply, 

please send a resume and a brief statement (<500 words) describing why you would like this internship 

and why you are a strong candidate for it to Emily Schieffer emily.schieffer@duke.edu as soon as 

possible.  Candidates will be selected by the end of the month. 


